NIVA Rules For National Competitions 2007
1
Title and Management
1.1. The Northern Ireland Volleyball Association (NIVA) organises each season's League and Cup Competitions for men's and women's teams and mixed volleyball teams.
1.2. The NIVA Competitions Commission is responsible for the organisation of the same.

1.3. All Competitions shall be played to FIVB rules.

2. Entry to Competition

2.1. Only clubs affiliated by having paid the annual fees may take part. The entry must include the names, addresses and telephone numbers of two qualified referees.

3. Format and Rules
3.1. The Northern Ireland league structure shall be as directed by the Competitions President.  The structure will be outlined at the secretaries meeting on the second Saturday of September.
3.2. The Cup competition structures shall be as directed by the Competitions President and will be forwarded early in the season.

3.3
All matches must be played. Matches must be played by the Sunday evening of the week following the original date of the fixture, unless approved by the COMPETITIONS PRESIDENT.

The home secretary may only change the original date on the schedule once in the case of unavailability of courts.





Exceptions to this are:

i
Matches involving university or schools teams which are to be played during holiday or examination periods.

ii
If the away team are able to field a team on the original date, but unable to do so on the rearranged date offered to them, then the home secretary should offer a third date, within 14 days of the original fixture date.  Fixtures may only be moved outside these dates by arrangement with the COMPETITIONS PRESIDENT (in consultation with the relevant fixtures secretary if necessary).

3.3.1
A team is only permitted to postpone a match for the following reasons-

1 One of the teams involved is a school or university and the match coincides with holidays/exam times.

2 The hall booking is unexpectedly cancelled or is made unavailable due to circumstances beyond the control of the club.

3 Accommodation should be made for clubs who are in the position where several members have been affected by unforeseen circumstances such as would make it unreasonable for them to play.
4 Another match has already been arranged for that date (applicable for rearrangements only)




Points may be claimed in this situation if:

5 The home or away team is unable to field a team on the night of the match (with exceptions as listed in points i & iii).
6 The away team is unable to field a team on either of the two alternative dates offered to them by the home secretary (with exceptions as listed in points 3.1.i, 3.1.iii & 3.1.iv). Note that the COMPETITIONS PRESIDENT reserves the right to order the match replayed in this situation.

3.4 All fixture dates for the league will be set at the secretaries meeting on the second Saturday of September.
3.4.1 Home team secretaries should confirm a fixture date for each home match with the away team secretary 1 week prior to the fixture date.  Away team secretaries should send a reply confirmation at least 3 days prior to the fixture date.
3.4.2 All secretaries should keep copies of correspondence in case of a dispute.
3.4.3 Points may be claimed if –

i
An agreed date cannot be reached between the 2 teams. 
ii
The away team secretary contacts the Fixtures secretary to explain the situation before contacting the home team secretary. 

iii
The match cannot be played by the Saturday night of the week following the week in which the match was originally to be played – this situation will be decided by the COMPETITIONS PRESIDENT in consultation with the relevant fixtures secretary.
Procedure for claiming points-
3.4.3.1 The team secretary who wishes the appeal to be made should contact the COMPETITIONS PRESIDENT as soon as possible after the problem is discovered.  A NIVA Points Claim Form should be completed and returned to the COMPETITIONS PRESIDENT (or appointed official see point 4 above) within 14 days of the original fixture.  Please note that it is the team secretary’s responsibility to check that the forms arrive.

3.4.3.2 The COMPETITIONS PRESIDENT will liaise with the League Secretary and a decision will be made and communicated to both teams involved within one working week.  This decision will be communicated in writing to both team secretaries within 2 weeks of receiving the complaint in writing.

3.4.4 Clubs that wish to have the matters considered by NIVA personnel other than the Competitions President may do so for the following reason:

3.4.4.1 The Competitions President and the League Secretary are involved with one of the clubs concerned in the decision.

3.4.4.2 In this case the team secretary with the objection should inform both the Competitions President and the League President at the time of the appeal. The Competitions President and the League President will inform the NIVA General Secretary whom will appoint a neutral NIVA official who will assume the role of the Competitions President for the duration of the appeal.
3.5 All matches should be played as the best of 5 sets. 3 points will be awarded for a win, 1 point for a loss and 0 points for a forfeit.

3.6
The team winning the League will gain the title "Northern Ireland Champions" relevant to that division.

3.7
Any matches remaining at the end of the season (i.e. after the deadline for fixtures as stated by the competitions president) will automatically be forfeited by the home team.

4. Player Registration

4.1. All players participating in any of the official competitions must be registered.  Any player must be registered with the Competitions President at least 5 working days before the player participates in a match.  Failure to adhere to this rule will result in a loss for the offending team (1 point will still be awarded for fulfilling the fixture).
4.2. A player may only be registered with one NIVA affiliated club for NIVA league competitions at any one time.
4.3. For clubs with two teams in the same division, two players may be nominated to play across the teams.  All other players may only play for one of these teams.  These nominated players must be made clear to NIVA at the time of registration.
4.4. Regarding playing between divisions.  All players are initially registered to NIVA as club members, this means that they may play for any team in their club* however upon participation in nine sets in a particular division they then become registered to that team. *No player can play across two divisions i.e. for a Div2 team and for a Prem-32 team.  If this should occur then the Div 2 game will be forfeit by the team fielding the ineligible player (this may be done in retrospect).
No player may play down a division.

4.5. The transfer of a player from one club to another must result in the Competitions President being informed in writing at least 3 weeks prior to the transfer of the player.
5.           Fixtures Procedure
5.1. It is the home team's responsibility to inform the visiting team and referees of the venue and starting times of each match (see 3.3, 3.4, 7.1).

6. Match Procedure
6.1. The home team is responsible for providing FIVB or NIVA approved equipment (nets, posts, balls and scoreboard).

6.2. All teams must play in numbered jerseys, numbered within the range 1-18.
6.3. In the NI Men’s Division 1, teams must play in jerseys of the same colour and style. 

6.4. It is the home teams’ responsibility to ensure the warm-up and match start times are adhered to.  The match must start 20 mins after the published warm-up time.

6.5. Where both teams are ready to play at the scheduled starting time, but the hall booking expires before the match is finished, the match will be awarded to the visiting team, unless 2 hours have elapsed (including the warm up time), in which case the match will be replayed subject to 6.4.

6.6. Where a team is not ready to play until more than 5 minutes but less than 1 hour after the agreed start of play, the match shall be played, but if the hall booking expires, the match will be awarded to the team which was ready to start on time.  All reasonable means should be made to extend a booking where the match has not been completed.
6.7. Matches on weekdays should start no earlier than 7pm unless        

           prior agreement has been reached between both clubs ..  
6.8. A NIVA score sheet must be used. The 1st referee will complete its sealing and the home secretary will send it to the appropriate fixture secretary within 5 working days of the match.  Failure to do so may result in sanctions including loss of points or fines.  Secretaries should keep photocopies of their home score sheets and a record of results and set scores of away matches.
6.9. All appeals, properly recorded on the score sheet as arising from the match, must be sent in writing to the Competitions President within 5 working days of the match.

7. Match Officials
7.1. It is the responsibility of the home team to organise and inform the officials of the match at least 48 hours before the match.

7.2. Only when the Competitions President decides, and for final stages of competitions, will NIVA appoint officials.

7.3. The home team must organise a 1st and 2nd Referee and a scorer.  All Officials should hold the appropriate qualifications.

7.4. The home team accepts responsibility for paying the officials.

7.5. Failure to have the appropriate officials will result in disciplinary action.

8. Trophies
8.1. Trophies will be awarded to the winners of each competition.

8.2. The trophies shall be returned to the Competitions Commission by 1 March of the following year.

8.3. A club will be responsible for the damage or loss of any trophy.

8.4. Disciplinary action will be taken for non-repair or non-replacement of   damaged or lost trophies.

9. Disciplinary Action
9.1. The Competitions President can impose a fine of £ 50.00 maximum for any breach of the foregoing rules.

9.2. Any player receiving 2 red cards in a season shall be suspended for 2 matches.

9.3. Any player being expelled for a set shall be suspended for 2 matches.

9.4. Any player being expelled for a match will be suspended for 4 matches.

9.5. All suspensions will be carried over to the following season where insufficient matches are available for the suspension to be carried out in the present season.

9.6. The suspension of a player is immediate, but shall be held in waiting pending an appeal under rule 6.7.  The Competitions President must be informed in writing of the player’s grounds for appeal, within 7 days of the suspension taking effect.  The player involved will be informed within 7 days of receipt of an appeal of the date of any appeal hearing.

9.7. Any further appeals must be addressed to the full NIVA Business Commission, (according to the time scales outlined above at 9.6).  The Business Commission’s decision is final.

10.  
FEES

Affiliation  






£40.00

League Entry for 1st men’s team



£180.00
League Entry for extra men’s teams



£130.00 
League Entry for Women’s Team



£130.00

All league fees to be paid by 29th October 2007.  If the fees have not been paid by this date then the matches up until payment will be forfeit by the offending team(s).
New teams entering the league for the first time receive a 50% reduction in their team entry and player registration fees.
11. 
PENALTIES

A Team failing to appear on court to play at the listed starting time shall forfeit the first set, 25-0.

A Team failing to appear on court ready to play within 15 minutes of the listed start time shall forfeit the match 0-3 (25:0, 25:0, 25:0) or 0:2 (25:0, 25:0) for three set matches and a fine of £20 shall be imposed on that Team.

If a Team refuses to play after being summoned by the referee to do so, it is declared in default and forfeits the match with the result 0-3 (25:0, 25:0, 25:0) for the match or 0:2 (25:0, 25:0) for three set matches.

